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Literary Terms
Theme		the main idea, message or moral of a story
Genre		the type of story (horror, comedy, drama, fiction, 
nonfiction,  suspense, mystery)

Mood		the general feeling of an event or story

Tone		what the character or setting in a story does to help set 
the mood of a story

Conclusion	to complete something; bring to the end of; the final 
summation of something

Conflict		the opposing force or problem in a story

Setting		when or where a story takes place; the year, time, season; 
location of scenes in story

Symbolism	something that represents something else in a story or 
Picture

Character		how the main person(s) in a story changes or grows
Development		throughout the story

Protagonist	the most important or central character in a story

Antagonist	major character that has a conflict or opposes the 
protagonist or hero in a story
Plot 		the major events in a story usually in order that they occur


Vocabulary # 5
Literary Elements cont.
Autobiography	when someone writes a story about him/herself

Biography		a book about someone’s life written by another 
person

Climax			the high point of a story; usually when a conflict is 
resolved

Stereotype		to give a trait to an entire group/race of people based 
on a perception or prejudice about the group
Narrator		 	a person who tells a story

Omniscient		all knowing; having God-like power

Point of view		is the manner in which a story is narrated; who is 
telling the story

Round character	major character in a work of fiction that tends to be 
more fully developed than other characters

Flat character		are minor characters who tend be simple; 
uncomplicated
Flashback			a scene that takes a character back in time to another 
part of the story
Denouement		the final outcome of the main story

Exposition 		the portion of a story that introduces important 
background information to the audience; 
example: information about the setting or back story
